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Anti-Racism Virtual Summit - Conrad Ricamora

Anti-Racism Virtual Summit - Rumer Willis

Anti-Racism Virtual Summit - Vanessa Nekate
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KURTIS YOUNG
Director of Social Work at 

Parkland Hospital

CHARITY 
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CEO Transformative 
Management Solutions

WAYNE REID
Diversity officer at British 

Association of Social 
Workers (BASW)

Kurtis W. Young, MSSW, LCSW, originally from Nebraska, completed his Bachelors in Social
Work at Creighton University in Omaha, Neb. During his time at Creighton, Young was named
Social Work Student of the Year. He started his career working with homeless and near-
homeless individuals in Council Bluffs, Iowa with the non-profit organization Family Housing
Advisory Services. While in this role, Kurtis served as President of the Pottawattamie County
Behavioral Health Leadership Team.
After moving to Dallas, Texas in 2005, Young obtained his Masters of Science in Social Work
degree in 2008 while working for Lutheran Social Services of the South in their foster care and
adoption program. Since 2009, Young has worked for Parkland Health & Hospital System first
as a social worker in the Psych ER and Consult Liaison services. In 2016 he moved into a
leadership role and now serves as Director of Social Work for Behavioral Health Services at
Parkland. His team at Parkland partnered with the City of Dallas and Meadows Mental Health &
Policy Institute to launch the pilot program of the RIGHT Care Team in Dallas – providing a
healthcare response to the mental health crisis. This team was awarded Parkland’s Patient
Safety Champion – Innovative Team Award in 2019 for their innovative partnership.

Wayne Reid is a Professional Officer & Social Worker for BASW England and lives in Sheffield.
Wayne qualified as a Social Worker in 2010, but the entirety of his social care experience spans
nearly 20 years. He has worked in: private fostering; the Probation Service; youth offending;
adult mental health; child protection and with care leavers.
Wayne’s career reflects his dedication to supporting vulnerable members of society, working
with diverse professionals from across all sectors to improve service standards and meet
holistic needs. Wayne’s wide-ranging career has enabled him to understand the dynamic
contextual factors that affect the strategic planning, implementation and review of effective
Social Work services and the direct impact this has on service-users, practitioners and the
public. Wayne has knowledge, experience and skills in: supporting/supervising service-users
and staff; working with professionals and stakeholders from various professional backgrounds;
building/maintaining collaborative strategic networks; evaluating complex outcomes and
implementing new innovations.

Charity Chandler-Cole is a mother, wife, motivational speaker, and social justice advocate for
issues ranging from criminal justice and Foster Care, to Human Trafficking. As an advocate,
Charity has served on several boards and committees that have helped to influence and impact
social structures, policies and systems that have negatively and disproportionately impacted
and oppressed vulnerable communities and people such as; Chairwoman of the Board of
DirectorsfortheAnti-RecidivismCoalition (ARC), Vice-Chair of Fostering ChangeNetwork,
Member of the Juvenile Justice Standing Committee, Prop 47 Executive Steering Committee,
President of the Black Los Angeles Young Democrats, and lastly, LA County Commissioner for
Children & Families.
When Charity is not advocating for the rights of marginalized and vulnerable communities in
her spare time, like most people, Charity works full-time as the National Director of Contracts
Administration for the AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF) and is the founder and CEO of
Transformative Management Solutions LLC, a company that provides specialized management
and consulting services to the public, non-profit and for-profit organizations.

GWEN CARR
Eric Gardner's Mother

STEVE PEMBERTON
Chief People Officer at Workhuman

CHERIE DAWSON 
EDWARDS

Criminal Justice Department Chair 
at University of Louisville

MILDRED JOYNER
President of NASW and IFSW 

North American Region

Dr. Cherie Dawson-Edwards is Chair and an Associate Professor in the Department of Criminal
Justice at the University of Louisville. She also directs the College of Arts & Sciences’ Social
Change Minor. She holds a Ph.D. in Public Policy and Administration from Virginia
Commonwealth University and a Master of Science in Justice Administration from the
University of Louisville.
She has taught a variety of criminal justice courses, but her research and teaching interests
center on the intersection of public policy and criminal justice with a specific focus on schools
and juvenile justice. In addition to a career in teaching, Dr. Dawson-Edwards has held positions
in probation and victim services. She is a National Board Member for the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) and serves on the Executive Committee of American Civil Liberties Union
of Kentucky (ACLU-KY).

Mildred “Mit” C. Joyner, MSW, LCSW (Pennsylvania Chapter), is the incoming President of the
National Association of Social Workers and the current IFSW North American Regional
President. She is a professor emerita of social work at West Chester University (WCU) in
Pennsylvania. Joyner received a BSW from Central State University in Wilberforce, Ohio, and
her MSW from Howard University’s School of Social Work in Washington, DC.
Her professional career began at Chester County Children and Youth services as a protective
service worker; she was promoted to department head, then legal liaison of the child abuse
unit. Joyner later joined the faculty at WCU as an associate professor, where she was elected by
the faculty as department chair of the undergraduate social work department. She retired from
the university as a full professor, and presently works as a consultant.

Gwen Carr (born 1949) is an American activist, public speaker and author. Carr’s son, Eric
Garner, was killed by a New York Police Department officer who used an illegal chokehold to
arrest Garner. Since her son’s death, Carr has become active in police reform in the United
States, including as a member of Mothers of the Movement and a voice in the Black Lives
Matter movement.
Before becoming an activist, Carr worked for the Metropolitan Transportation Authority as a
train operator. She retired in 2015 to devote her work to the civil rights movement. Carr often
makes appearances with Al Sharpton and National Action Network at protests and rallies
opposing police brutality and supporting Black Lives Matter.

Best Selling Author, Philanthropist, Acclaimed Speaker, and Senior Level Executive for the Likes
of Monster.com, Walgreens Boots Alliance, and Workhuman.

Steve Pemberton’s story is about defying seemingly insurmountable odds to become a trail-
blazing corporate executive, enlightened diversity leader, visionary youth advocate, and
acclaimed speaker. His best-selling memoir, A Chance in the World, recounts his triumphant life
journey and drive to become a man of resilience, determination, and vision. Now an upcoming
major motion picture, A Chance in the World further amplifies Steve’s highly motivational
messages: Believe in your dreams, rise above obstacles, create opportunities for others, and
most of all, persevere.
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JAALA ALSTON
Student Organizer at 
Columbia University

NATOSHA DOBBINS
MSW Student/Organizer at Columbia 

University

KHALILAH COLLINS
Director of Making 
Connections NOLA

MAKEBA GREEN
School of Social Work 

Department Chair at Bowie 
State University

Calling herself a Social Justice Practitioner, Khalilah V. Collins is a social worker, community
organizer, activist, and mother of two. While Collins currently serves as the Director of Making
Connections NOLA, which focuses on creating community level strategies to enhance the
mental health and well-being of African American men and boys in New Orleans, she is splitting
her time between the Big Easy and Louisville as she works with ground organizers seeking
Justice for Breonna Taylor and David McAtee, both of whom were murdered by law
enforcement.
Earning her Masters in Social Work from Spalding University in Louisville, KY, her hometown,
she has spent her professional career working to eliminate all forms of oppression. Before
moving to New Orleans, she served as the Project Manager of PACT in Action, a teen dating
violence prevention project, led by teens of color. She was also the Co-Director of the Kentucky
Health Justice Network that focused on reproductive justice issues.

A seasoned pedagogue, researcher, and clinician, Dr. Green has taught courses across the
curriculum for 17 years, directed the undergraduate field placement program, and provided
case management to families with children at risk of out-of-home placement. With a sincere
dedication to Social Work and best practices in mental health; Dr. Green consistently provided
direct service to the female addiction population. Notably, Dr. Green’s research in study abroad
opportunities for underserved populations continues to evolve, as her most recent work
explores the impact of study abroad programs has on undergraduate students attending
HBCU’s and minority-serving institutions.
Ever the community activist and social justice maven, Dr. Green is Co-Founder of GirlsBELIEVE, a
full-day conference for girls ages 13-18 offering workshops, plenaries, entertainment, and
prizes aimed at providing strategies to assist girls on the journey to womanhood and higher
education. Dr. Green also serves as an advisor for Goaldiggers.

Jaala hails from Georgia and is a rising junior at Columbia University studying Economics and
Ethnic and Racial Studies. She is a Bill and Melinda Gates Scholar, a Ron Brown Captain, Mellon
Mays Undergraduate Fellow, Laidlaw Scholar, and a Columbia University Van Am Prize recipient
among other distinctions. She currently serves as the president of the Columbia Chapter of
Shaping Her Earth and serves its national organization in content creation for young women of
color.
Jaala also is a student organizer, who has worked with students across the nation to raise more
than $130,000 for organizations that support BLM protestors and their communities, while
working to get broader institutional support for Black college students. She was recognized by
Teen Vogue for her work during the BLM movement and continues to consult and be in
community with young organizers. She hopes to pursue a career in academia as a scholar of
economics and is interested in topics about poverty, race, gender, and crime within the field.

Best Selling Author, Philanthropist, Acclaimed Speaker, and Senior Level Executive for the
Likes of Monster.com, Walgreens Boots Alliance, and Workhuman.

Steve Pemberton’s story is about defying seemingly insurmountable odds to become a
trail-blazing corporate executive, enlightened diversity leader, visionary youth advocate,
and acclaimed speaker. His best-selling memoir, A Chance in the World, recounts his
triumphant life journey and drive to become a man of resilience, determination, and
vision. Now an upcoming major motion picture, A Chance in the World further amplifies
Steve’s highly motivational messages: Believe in your dreams, rise above obstacles, create
opportunities for others, and most of all, persevere.

ANGELA 
HENDERSON
CEO of Asher Services

KRISTEN WEBER
Director of the Center for the 

Study of Social Policy

ALAN DETTLAFF
Dean of Social Work at 
University of Houston

Dr. Angela Henderson is a Social Solutionist, known for her ability to accomplish complex tasks
under high-pressure conditions. She has dedicated her life to advocating for social and
environmental justice and protecting the human rights of individuals, children, and families. Her
commitment to public service blossomed as a teenager with her participation in Peer Helping
programs. This passion for public service led Dr. Henderson into a thriving career in social
service, where she has held various roles ranging from casework to advocate. Currently, Dr.
Henderson is the CEO of Asher Services, where she provides innovative political analysis and
research services and solutions. She is an Assistant Professor at the University of the District of
Columbia.

Alan J. Dettlaff is Dean of the Graduate College of Social Work at the University of Houston and
the inaugural Maconda Brown O’Connor Endowed Dean’s Chair. Prior to joining the University
of Houston, Dean Dettlaff served on the faculty of the Jane Addams College of Social Work at
the University of Illinois at Chicago. He received his bachelor’s degree in social work from TCU,
and master’s in social work and PhD from the University of Texas at Arlington. Dean Dettlaff’s
research focuses on improving outcomes for children and youth in the child welfare system by
examining and addressing issues of structural and institutional racism that contribute to racial
inequities in this system.

Kristen Weber leads CSSP’s internal strategic vision for addressing equity internally at CSSP and
externally provides technical assistance to jurisdictions working to address racial inequities. She
leads CSSP’s team working on the upEND movement—a movement focused on abolishing the
current child welfare system and reimagining care for children and families. For more
information see www.upENDmovement.org.
She also leads CSSP’s Institutional Analysis project (IA), a qualitative review process to analyze
laws, policies, and practices that contribute to poor outcomes for particular populations
involved with child welfare systems. She has conducted IAs and written accompanying papers
about child welfare system contributors to racial disproportionality and disparities in achieving
permanency experienced by Black and Latinx children, youth, and families; systems’ responses
to battered women and their children; and system contributors to the lack of safety and
affirmation experienced by LGBTQ+ youth and families.

Dr. Tiffany Lane is an associate professor and BSW Coordinate at the University of North
Carolina Wilmington (UNCW). Before her appointment at UNCW, she spent two years at
Norfolk State University in the Ethelyn R. Strong School of Social Work as the Director of the
BSW program. She also was faculty for five years and BSW Program Chair for a year and a half
at West Chester University, PA. Dr. Lane is the founder of Almatine’s Goodies, an initiative to
support older foster care youth enrolled in post-secondary institutions. Previous experience
also includes working as a contracted Mental Health Assessor in Philadelphia, PA, middle and
high schools. ALBERTO 

CIFUENTES, JR.
PhD Candidate at the 

University of Connecticut
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Dr. Steve Perry is one of the most sought-after Nationwide Motivational Speaker in America.
Widely respected by grassroots community members and internationally renowned leaders as
an educator, social worker and public speaker, his charismatic and compelling voice is an
inspiration.

He is the educator Oprah Winfrey, Sean “P-Diddy” Combs, Bishop TD Jakes and Steve Harvey
call on to offer insight to parents and children. A diverse array of politicians and groups, from
the Urban League to ALEC, have reached out to Dr. Perry to better understand what matters to
parents.

Deona Hooper, MSW is the Founder and Editor-in-Chief of SWHELPER, and she has experience
in nonprofit communications, tech development, and social media consulting. Deona has a
Masters in Social Work with a concentration in Management and Community Practice as well as
a Certificate in Nonprofit Management both from the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. Deona is the developer of the SWHELPER app, SWHELPER publishing platform, and the
Global Social Welfare Summit.

SWHELPER is an award-winning, mission-driven, and progressive news website. We are
dedicated to providing news, information, resources, and entertainment related to social work,
social justice, and social good. Our audience is comprised of academics, policymakers, social
workers, students, mental health practitioners, helping professionals, caregivers, and people
looking for information to help themselves or a loved one in crisis.

Jennifer Thompson is the Executive Director of the New Jersey Chapter of the National
Association of Social Workers. She graduated from Kansas State University with a B.S. in Social
Work and obtained her MSW from Columbia University in 2005. Ms. Thompson has worked in
the nonprofit and public sector for more than a decade, serving in programmatic, advocacy and
management roles. She began her career at the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission and served
as a Sr. Adviser to Mayor Michael Bloomberg on a number of citywide initiatives including
homeless services, affordable housing, transportation and infrastructure.

Dr. Tiffany Lane is an associate professor and BSW Coordinate at the University of North
Carolina Wilmington (UNCW). Before her appointment at UNCW, she spent two years at
Norfolk State University in the Ethelyn R. Strong School of Social Work as the Director of the
BSW program. She also was faculty for five years and BSW Program Chair for a year and a half
at West Chester University, PA. Dr. Lane is the founder of Almatine’s Goodies, an initiative to
support older foster care youth enrolled in post-secondary institutions. Previous experience
also includes working as a contracted Mental Health Assessor in Philadelphia, PA, middle and
high schools.

CRYSTAL HAYES
Social Work Professor

ELLISHA GARNER-
SAMUELS

Activist/Sister of Eric Garner

SHAMEKA PARRISH-
WRIGHT

Co-Chair Kentucky Anti-Racism Alliance

Crystal M. Hayes, MSW, is interested in using qualitative tools to explore the birthing
experiences of incarcerated pregnant women as a human-rights, feminist, and reproductive
justice issue. She seeks to specifically understand the physiological and psychological
implications of shackling incarcerated pregnant women and girls and its impact on their
childbearing experiences and behavioral mental health. Crystal is committed to promoting the
need for social work political advocacy on issues of reproductive justice and mass incarceration,
particularly as it relates to women and girls of color. She works closely with local, national, and
international advocacy and human rights groups working on reproductive justice and anti-
shackling campaigns.

Dr. Jennifer R. Jewell started her undergraduate career at 18 years old when she was eight
weeks pregnant, working in a factory and living in a roach and drug-infested apartment
building. During this time, she co-founded a grassroots organization run by and for poor
people, when she was battling homelessness and living on welfare with her child.

Undeterred by her circumstances, she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in English and
Spanish. Building on her experience as a community organizer, she completed both her MSW
and Ph.D. in Social Work with an emphasis on community organizing.

Ellisha Garner-Samuels is the daughter of Gwen Carr and the sister of Eric Garner. Eric was
murdered on July 17, 2014, with his last words heard saying, “I Can’t Breathe”!
Eric Garner died in the New York City borough of Staten Island, at the hands of Daniel Pantaleo,
a former New York City Police Department (NYPD) officer, who put him in a prohibited
chokehold while arresting him. There were other law enforcement officers present, that stood
around and watched Eric’s lifeless body lying on the sidewalk with no one rushing to administer
medical treatment.
Ellisha and Eric were born and raised with four other siblings, with Ellisha being the youngest
and 5 years younger than Eric in a middle-class area of Brooklyn, New York called Gowanus,
which is known as the rich part of the ghetto. Eric would have turned 50 years old, this year on
September 15th, 2020.

Ms. Parrish-Wright made Kentucky her home for almost twenty years. She began her
academic career at the University of Cincinnati in Social Work and continued her education at
the University of Louisville where she studied Psychology with a concentration in Social
Sciences. Currently, she serves as the Operations Manager for the “Bail Project” where she
supervises two sites in Louisville, KY ad Cincinnati, Ohio and manages a growing staff for the
National Organization. The Bail Project is a non-profit organization designed to disrupt mass
incarceration that also provides community outreach, training, and needs-based
assessments. She is passionate about fighting daily to end the cash bail system and serves as
a national motivational speaker for the Bail Project. As the Site Manager for the Bail Project,
she is forced to make very difficult life changing decisions under strict time constraints and
her ability to think under pressure is a necessary quality that she holds.

JENNIFER JEWELL
Director of Social Work at 

Salisbury University
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At Portland State University’s School of Social Work, you will find passionate and forward-
thinking colleagues and collaborative, inclusive faculty committed to building a socially just
and equitable future for all. Our nationally recognized teaching and research faculty will
help unlock your potential and prepare you to work with individuals, families, communities,
and organizations. Study in the heart of downtown Portland, or enroll in one of our many
program options around the state or online.

Bachelor’s and master’s degrees with program options online or in locations around the
state.
A PhD degree in our innovative and progressive social work program.
Internships in social work and child, youth, and family studies.
Undergraduate and graduate research opportunities with our nationally recognized and
funded Regional Research Institute for Human Services, Center for Improvement of Child
and Family Services or Center for Interdisciplinary Mentoring Research.
We have extensive community partnerships with top employers including all of the major
medical systems, the Oregon Department of Human Services, and local public school
systems, giving you opportunities for hands-on learning that are unmatched in Oregon.

At PSU, you will graduate with the skills, experience and connections you need to further
your career. You will graduate equipped to change lives and change communities.

https://youtu.be/pObTqEuClr4
https://youtu.be/pObTqEuClr4
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At Fordham University’s Graduate School of Social Service (GSS), we’ve been preparing students
like you to stand up for human rights and social justice for more than 100 years. Fordham GSS
provides a foundation in the traditions of the social work profession while meeting the
challenges of the future with a sophisticated interdisciplinary curriculum. Ranked among the
best in the nation, our social work graduate programs offer a flexible, experiential education that
will prepare you to change lives and transform communities.
If you’re ready to transform your ideals into a meaningful innovative career, we’re ready to help.

Fordham University Graduate School of Social Service (GSS) ranks among the nation’s best and
largest. Offering one of the top Master of Social Work (M.S.W.) programs nationwide according
to U.S. News & World Report—as well as an online M.S.W. ranked #1 by BestSchools.org—here
you’ll benefit from a flexible, experiential educational environment that can help transform your
passion for helping others into professional success. We offer:

• Accredited bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate degree programs in 3 convenient campuses.
• A distinguished faculty who are focused on student success.
• Flexible learning schedule and plans of study
• A wide variety of supervised field placements that give you the opportunity to put theory into

practice.

With a variety of educational programs located in the vibrant, diverse and dynamic
environment of Silicon Valley, the School provides a community-engaged academic
experience at an outstanding value.

The School offers a variety of educational programs to meet the needs of our diverse
student body. In addition to our on-campus full time MSW program, we also offer an on-
campus 3 year option for the MSW, and an Online/Hybrid MSW option. Undergraduate
students can major in Social Work with the BASW program, or obtain a minor in Social
Work. All of our programs are fully accredited.

• Bachelor of Arts in Social Work
• Masters in Social Work | Full-time On-campus
• Masters in Social Worker | 3-year On-campus
• Masters in Social Work | Online/Hybrid program
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The School of Social Work at Sacred 
Heart prepares social workers—through 

instruction in integrated social work 
theory, research, methods, and 

practice—to identify, dismantle, and 
resist all forms of social inequality and 

oppression, particularly issues of racism 
and its impact on social work practice. 
We are deeply committed to training 
social workers to think critically and 

intervene against cultural, social, 
political, and economic practices that do 

not advance human rights, justice, or 
the dignity and worth of every human 

being.

A Mission of Social Justice and Positive 
Change: The MSU School of Social Work 

is dedicated to educating students for 
ethical, competent, responsive, and 

innovative social work practice, and to 
conducting and disseminating high 

quality research that improves the well-
being of the most vulnerable in society. 
Our teaching, research, and outreach 
synergistically promote social justice, 
positive change, and solutions to the 
problems facing diverse individuals, 
families, groups, organizations, and 

communities.

Established in 1893, Western New Mexico 
University’s main campus is located in 

Silver City, New Mexico. Surrounded by 3.3 
million acres of natural forest, we offer 

students a unique and personal learning 
experience, whether face to face or online.
Get your BSW or MSW from Western New 
Mexico University School of Social Work. 
You will find accredited degree programs, 
affordability, and highly qualified faculty. 

Students love the personal care and 
attention they receive. We are a small 
school that helps you realize your big 

potential.

Graduates enter into professional careers 
to immediately start transforming the lives 

of families, schools and communities, 
serving as impactful teachers, social 
workers, counselors, fitness industry 

experts, second lieutenants in the army 
and valuable members of the criminal 

justice system. Highly-credentialed faculty 
and staff with a commitment to diversity 

and inclusion are deeply engaged and 
invested in your success.
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As the only publicly funded social work program in 
Rhode Island and the sole program offering the 

MSW degree, the School of Social Work prepares 
students for practice in the community, in public 

social service, and in social agencies. For almost 30 
years the programs have graduated practitioners, 
clinicians, advocates, and managers committed to 

assisting people to meet their basic needs, to 
accomplish their personal goals, and to enhance 

social and economic justice.
The school’s overall mission is to prepare 

graduates for entry-level and advanced practice by 
providing knowledge-based and value-informed 

education concerned with improving social 
conditions and individual well-being. Its programs 

prepare practitioners to work with oppressed 
groups, to alleviate injustice, discrimination and 
poverty, create social policies and resources that 
meet basic human needs and enhance the quality 

of life, and create accessible, responsible, 
accountable human service programs.

Firmly grounded in the liberal arts tradition 
and informed by the person-in-environment 
and global perspectives, the Undergraduate 

Social Work Program at the College at 
Brockport, State University of New York, is 

committed to the promotion of human 
rights, social, economic, and environmental 
justice, and the elimination of poverty and 
oppression. Through teaching, service, and 

scholarship, we strive to prepare 
competent, self-aware, ethical generalist 

social workers for evidence-based practice 
with diverse populations, advocating for the 
well-being of all people in our shared global 

community.

The University of Tennessee College of 
Social Work offers the full range of social 

work education opportunities: BSSW, MSSW, 
PhD, and DSW. In addition to on-campus 

programs, the UTCSW offers a BSSW, MSSW, 
and DSW program online. 

The UTCSW is committed to the continued 
work of addressing anti-Black prejudice, 

white supremacy, and institutional 
discrimination. As part of this commitment, 
the college has appointed the first Associate 
Dean for Equity and Inclusion. As the college 

commits to consistent engagement to 
ensure best practices, we are proud to 

support SWHelper’s Anti-Racism Virtual 
Summit 2020.

The UConn School of Social Work is a 
national leader in graduate social work 

education.  A top 25 public university in the 
nation according to U.S. News & World 

Report. In our School’s 70-year history, we 
have more than 8400 alumni. We have a 

rich tradition of educating and serving 
diverse populations. 

We are the first public university in 
Connecticut to offer bachelor’s, master’s 

and doctoral degrees in social work.
U.S. News & World Report ranks the UConn 

School of Social Work among the top 15 
percent for 2019. Two hundred sixty-two 
MSW programs accredited by the Council 
on Social Work Education were surveyed 

and UConn ranked number 36 (tie). 
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